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Using Data  

What useful and effective screeners 
are out there for grades 6-12? 

A comprehensive assessment system includes valid and reliable 
assessments for the purposes of (1) universal screening, (2) 
diagnostic/functional behavioral assessment, (3) progress 
monitoring, and (4) outcomes in both academics and behavior.  It 
is important universal screening tools assess the predictive 
critical skills of reading. Measures that can be administered 
quickly yet reliably, while still providing data that can be used 
with confidence to make instructional decisions, are most 
desirable. The “simple” skills of reading measured by curriculum-
based measurements (CBM) have been found to predict 
eventual reading comprehension and take 7-15 minutes per 
child.  Universal screening assessments for math must also be 
reliable, valid, and efficient. Specific recommendations for criteria 
for these features can be found in the Institute for Educational 
Services Math RtI Practice Guide (Gersten et al., 2009a). The 
IES Math RtI Guide recommends that a universal screening 
assessment take less than 20 minutes to administer and 
addresses basic critical skills/concepts. 
Universal screening tools are reviewed and validated by the 
National Center on Response to Intervention (NCRtI) 
http://rti4success.org/screeningTools, and the Best Evidence 
Encyclopedia – Elementary Guide: 
http://www.bestevidence.org/word/math_Jan_05_2010_guide.pdf  
or Middle School/High School Guide: 
http://www.bestevidence.org/word/mhs_math_Mar_11_2009_su 
m.pdf. 

What useful and effective screeners 
are out there for math? 

Universal screening assessments for math must also be reliable, 
valid, and efficient. Specific recommendations for criteria for 
these features can be found in the Institute for Educational 
Services Math RtI Practice Guide (Gersten et al., 2009a). The 
IES Math RtI Guide recommends that a universal screening 
assessment take less than 20 minutes to administer and 
addresses basic critical skills/concepts. 
Universal screening tools are reviewed and validated by the 
National Center on Response to Intervention (NCRtI) 
http://rti4success.org/screeningTools, and the Best Evidence 
Encyclopedia – Elementary Guide: 
http://www.bestevidence.org/word/math_Jan_05_2010_guide.pdf  
or Middle School/High School Guide: 
http://www.bestevidence.org/word/mhs_math_Mar_11_2009_su 
m.pdf. 

Student Growth Measures  

When is a list of approved SGM going 
to be published and shared? 

http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=913  

How do we create reliable and valid 
local assessments? 

http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=943  
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How does this process all come 
together? Does it differ district to 
district? 

http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=918  

Why must the state assessment be 
used as a growth measure? 

The Department of Education requires this use of state 
assessments. 

School Climate and Culture 

How can we deal with kids with 
mental health issues? 

  Contact your local Community Mental Health Center 
(Association).  
Both the CMHC’s and TASN also provide free Youth Mental 
Health first Aid courses, this is a great way to learn how to 
recognize and refer MH issues. Resources are available at: 
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=481 and 
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=684.  

How do we keep teachers and staff 
motivated in this challenging 
environment? 

That would vary from building to building but by focusing on 
common interests/issues, social media, current trends in 
education and even service learning the literature suggests that 
we become more connected to our work. 
 
There are some wonderful resources that might be of interest. 

● Season It With Fun!: A Year of Recognition, Fun, and 
Celebrations to Enliven Your School, by Diane Hodges 

● Looking Forward to Monday Morning: Ideas for 

Recognition and Appreciation Activities and Fun Things 

to Do at Work for Educators, by Diane Hodges 

● Looking Forward to MORE Monday Mornings: How to 

Drive Your Colleagues Happy!  by Diane Hodges 

Also, one idea shared from a district administrator, whenever 
possible, have inservice days off-site, away from the school 
building.  Places like a museum, retreat building, etc. will often 
allow you to use their space for free or very little cost. 

Elementary Math  

What are some good math screeners 
and diagnostics that are available? 

Universal screening assessments for math must also be reliable, 
valid, and efficient. Specific recommendations for criteria for 
these features can be found in the Institute for Educational 
Services Math RtI Practice Guide (Gersten et al., 2009a). The 
IES Math RtI Guide recommends that a universal screening 
assessment take less than 20 minutes to administer and 
addresses basic critical skills/concepts. 
Universal screening tools are reviewed and validated by the 
National Center on Response to Intervention (NCRtI) 
http://rti4success.org/screeningTools, and the Best Evidence 
Encyclopedia – Elementary Guide: 
http://www.bestevidence.org/word/math_Jan_05_2010_guide.pdf  
or Middle School/High School Guide: 
http://www.bestevidence.org/word/mhs_math_Mar_11_2009_su 
m.pdf. 
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What professional development is 
available around fraction 
interventions? 

http://mathmodules.ksdetasn.org/signup 

Tiered Instruction  

What is the difference between tiered 
instruction and differentiation? 

Differentiated instruction should be provided to all students within 
the core curriculum.  Tiered instruction should be associated with 
data provided by the universal screener and possibly diagnostic 
assessment.  The tiered instruction will result from evidence-
based curriculum selected by the district and from the district-
wide curriculum protocol.  Differentiated instruction MAY be a 
strategy used within the tiered curriculum, also. 

How do you find time in the schedule 
for interventions? 

This question has no specific answer that will work for all 
schools.  Every school is different in terms of how many students 
need tiered intervention and how many need supplemental vs 
intensive intervention.  Many schools have to revise their current 
schedule based on priorities that are developed through district-
wide discussions as part of the district’s Self-Correcting 
Feedback Loop.  Rarely do two schedules implementing Kansas 
MTSS with fidelity look identical. 

Social, Emotional, and Character Development 

How can this be implemented without 
a canned program? 

By following the SECD standards and adapting lessons that 
include the concepts found in the standards. Lessons, standards 
and resources are found at: 
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=482. 

How do you get everyone on board? That would vary from building to building but by focusing on 
common interests/issues, social media, current trends in 
education and even service learning the literature suggests that 
we become more connected to our work. 
 
I would start with a group comprised of students, teachers and 
community members that would first identify the building needs 
and then explore the options to address those needs. 

What do you do for your staff? Provide in-service training on the standards and SECD concepts 
then identify within your building what traits you wish to focus on 
through the year and what lessons you could integrate into your 
existing curriculum(s). 

How do you hold the staff 
accountable? 

Student growth measures for SECD and climate/culture. 

Behavior Management  

What support do we have for brand 
new teachers? 

We would hope your administration would offer help, you also 
have local education service centers, universities and (of course) 
KSDE! 

http://mathmodules.ksdetasn.org/signup
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=482
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How do you sustain a behavior plan? Monitoring but the literature suggests service learning and/or a 
“repair the harm model” is very effective at transforming student 
behavior. 

Where can more information be found 
on positive behavior management? 

MTSS, TASN, PBIS, SECD and school counseling web pages. 
Here are the links: 
http://www.kansasmtss.org/resources.html; 
http://www.ksdetasn.org; 
http://www.swpbs.org/schoolwide/index.html;  
http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=482; 
http://www.ksdetasn.org - CHAMPS/DSC 
 

What do you do for the unmotivated? Find common ground with the students or a connection that they 
perceive as being interesting and build from there. Often times 
just expressing your interest/caring is enough to get the process 
started. Today's kids are much different so it may require utilizing 
things they are familiar and comfortable with (i.e. social media). 

Does College and Career Ready 
mean lecture style to get students 
ready for college? 

It could include that but typically also includes service learning 
and experiential learning.  

Family Engagement 

Where can I find family engagement 
resources? 

http://www.ksdetasn.org/kpirc/kansas-parent-information-
resource-center  
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